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1 
This invention relates to large metal kitchen 
and utflity units and more speciflcally fo the 
reinforcement of such units to prevent distortions 
thereof in moving them. 
In many kitchen and utflity units, such as the 
kitchen unit disclosed in Patent 2,349,541, issued 
iViay 23, 1944, to Guyon L. C. Earle and the utility 
unit disclosed in the Earle application, Serial No. 
629,680, filed November 19, 1945, now abandoned, 
the lower portion consists of a plurality of sepa- 
rate units. By way of example, the lower portion 
of the kitchen unit of the above-identifled patent 
comprises the lower portion of a set-back re- 
frigerator unit, a sink unit and the lower portion 
of a set-back stove unit whfle the lower portion 
of the utflity unit to which the above-mentioned 
Earle application is directed comprises the lower 
portions of space heater, clothes washer and deep 
freeze units. These units are for the most part 
of metal and are very heavy. Despite this, it is 
oftén desirable to move the lower portion of a 
whole kitchen or utility unit (or the entire unit) 
at one time for convenience in shipping or in- 
Stallation. The various sections ofthe-lower por- 
tion of the unit are mounted on a c0mmon base 
member which tends to hold in place the bottom 
portions of the varous sections of the unit but, 
as so frequently happens when pipes or rollers 
are p!aced under the middle of a heavY object 
fo assist, the base .member is bent during this 
movement, forcing the upper ends of the various 
æections away ïrom one another. The present 
invention, in one oï its primary aspects, is con- 
cerned with the alleviation of this difficulty. 
It is an object of this invention to provide 
improved reinforcement for kitchen and utflity 
units of the type in which there are a plurality 
of vertical sections mounted side by side. 
If is another object of this invention fo provide 
an improved method of reinforcing the lCer 
portion oï a multi-section kitchen or utflity unit 
of the set-back type to assist in holding the var- 
ious.sectionæ thereof in place during moving. 
If is still another object oï this invention fo 
provide a novel reinforced table-top member for a 
kitchn or utility unit. 
If is a further object of this invention to pro- 
vide a table-top member ïor a multi-section 
kitchen or utility unit which serves fo keep the 
various sections in place especially whfle they are 
being moved. 
These and other objects are attained in 
cordance with an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention by providing a table-top member of 
sheet metal which has a turned-down apron ai 
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each end which is reinforced with thicker !ate- 
rial and which s adapted to be slipped oVer',the 
out'er ends of the top of the lower portion of a 
set-back kitchen or. utility unit and fit snugly 
,5 therewith. By this means, the table-top member 
is maintained in a fiat condition and the t0ps 
of.the various sections of the lower portion of the 
unit are held snugly in place. With sucti a tàble- 
top nïember in position during the shipping and 
10 movement of the lower portion of the unit, the 
tendency Of the base member to bend is counter- 
acted because it takes a much greater force to 
stretch thë metal of the table-top member .in a 
horizontal direction than it does fo bend-the 
15 base member of the unR. 
The invention will be more readily understood 
by referring fo the 'following description tken 
in connection with the accmnpanying drawings 
forming a part thereof,in which: 
20 Fig. ! is a perspective view of the i0we p0rtiòn 
Of a kitchn unit of the set-back type showing 
the novel table-top member which serves also as 
a means for reinïorcing this portion of the unit 
during shipping and the movements necessary 
.25 for installation; 
Fig. 2 is a top view, with portions broken away, 
Of the arrangement shown in Fig. !; 
Fig. 3 is a front view of the arrangement of 
Fig !; 
30 Fg. 4 represents what may hppn fo the 
metal :fioor base portion for the unit shown in 
Fig.. 1 "when the arrangement of Fig. 1 (without- 
the reinforcing table-top member) is being rolled 
ïrom one place to,another over a pipe; and 
35 ' Fig..5 is a side view .of the arrarïgmet of 
Fig. L 
Referring more specifically to the drawings, 
Fig. ! shows by way,0f example and. in perspec- 
give, a kitchen unit lower portion @ reinforced 
40 in accordance with the invention. While the de- 
scription which follows will be directed t0 the 
kitchen unit shown in the drawings, ït wili be 
Obvions that the invention-is equally applicable 
to ça  utility unit, sucl] as the type disclosed in 
45 the above-identified Earle applicatien, for. ex- 
ample, or to other a.rticles of heavy furniture 
arrnged in a unit. 
The arrangement 0 comprises the lower por-. 
tion  of a refrigerator of the set-back type; 
50 such as is disclosed in Earle Patent 2,312,326/ 
issued Match 2, 1943, for-example, a sink unit 
 which may be equipped with a towel drying 
compartment as disclosed in Earle Patent 
2,328,129, issued August 31, 1943, and the lower 
5 portion $ of a stove unit of the set-back type 
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which may be of the type disclosed in Earle 
Patent 2,180,459, issued November 21, 1939. The 
whole unit rests on a recessed base 4 whtch is 
preferably a reinïorced steel ïramework. 
Reference wfll now be marie fo Fig. 4 which 
illustrates what takes place when the arrange- 
ment t{} is moved from place fo place. The 
bottoms of the sections t l, 2 and 13 are rmly 
fastened to the base member l but when a pipe 
or a follet t5 is used to roll the assembly: I{} into 
a shipping container or into the room where it 
is to be installed, the weight of the end sections 
! ! and ! 3 is so great that the member !  is bent 
and the tops of the sections t! and 2 .and of. 
12 and 3 are forced apart. Of course,á very 
massive member t4 could be usedbutthis would 
only add fo the weight and expense. 
In order fo solve this problem,  noel tab]e 
top member 16 is used. This member is of .thin 
sheet steel or alumnum, for exaÆnple, both of 
which have great tensile,strength and it would 
require atremendous pull to stretch this ruera- 
ber .in the directions of the arrows .inFig. 2. 
The member  bas two downwardly extending 
end aprons 17 and 18. and a downwardly ex- 
tending front apron 19. Toreinfore these 
aprons, metal strips 2{}, 2! and 22, respëctively, 
are attached, by any suita.ble, means, Such as by 
spot welding, ïor examp!e. ' When the .abte- 
top nember  with its downwardly extending 
aprons l, 18 and 19 is placed over the tops 
of the sections t, 12 and 13, they areheld 
flrmly-in position, as shown in g. 3, rather 
than being separated as .in Fig. 4. Due to the 
fact that the table-top member 6 does. not. ex- 
tend as far .as the back wall 2 of the assem- 
bly l@ (the upper portions, not shown, of the 
kichen unit are adapted fo be positioned above 
the teur portions 24, 2 and 25 of the refrigera- 
for, sink and store sections t,.. !2 and 3 re- 
spectively, the upturned end 2 of the member 
l preferably projecting under these upper por- 
tions as disclosed, for example, in Earle patent 
applicakion Serial No. 600,800, flled June 21, 
1945, now Patent No. 2,550,539), there is no 
apron af the rear of the member |6 but none 
is necessary because the rear ends of the aprons 
 and t8 cannot be forced in directions away 
from one another without stretching the ruera- 
ber   in tension. 
If desired, the strips , 21 and 22 may be 
replaced by two angle irons, one at either front 
corner, of the approximate size of the broken 
out portion in the lower left-hand corner oï 
Fig. 2 or by other appropriate reinforcing means. 
The important point is that this reinforcement 
serres the double function of reinforcing the 
table-top member l and of preventing the tops 
of the various sections l l, 2 and t3" ïrom 
spreading apart during shipment or installation. 
The table-top member l may bave car-out 
or indented portions 28 and 29 for a sink and 
cut-out portions 35 for a store. If the table- 
top member 16 is used in a utflity unit, these 
car-out and indented portions are hot present 
but there may be other ones suitable for clothes 
washer and diip freeze unit access doors. 
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is obvious that the invention is the same re- 
gardless of whether the table-top member is used 
in a kitchen or a utility unit. 
Various other modifications can be ruade in 
5 the embodiment disclosed without departing 
from the spirit of the invention, the scope oî 
which is indicated in the appended claires. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A kitehen or utflity unit comprising a mul- 
10 tip]icity of sections of sfinilar height adapted to 
be supported from the floor of a room and 
ranged side by side so that their front surfaces 
i.. .ae aligned with respect fo one ancther, a metal 
. floor base member common to all of said sec- 
15 tions, and a metal table-top member on top 
of .all said sections and having a reinforced 
apron ai each end thereoî which contacts the 
adjacent outer surface oî an outside section ïor 
maintaining the tops of said sections pressed 
20 against one another. 
2. A kitchen or utility unit comprising a mul- 
tiplicity, of. sections of sirr/lar height adapted to 
be supported from the floor of a room and 
ranged side by side so that their front surfaces 
25 are aiigned with respect fo one another, a metal 
flcor base member common fo all of said sec- 
tions, and a metal table-top member on top 
of ail said sections and having a reinïorced apron 
ai each end thereof which contacts the adja- 
30 cent outer surface of an outside, section for 
maintaining the tcps of said sections pressed 
against one another, the reinîorcement for said 
apron comprising strips of metaI fastened fo 
said end aprons to add stiffness thereto. 
35 3. A kitchen or utility unit comprising a mul- 
tip]icity of sections of similar height adapted 
to be supported from the floor of a room and 
arranged side by side so that their front sur- 
faces are aligned with respect fo one another, 
40 a ruerai floor base member common to all of 
said sections, and a metal table-top member on 
top of ail said sections and having a reinforced 
apron af each end thereof which contacts the 
adjacent outer surface of an outside section for 
45 maintaining the tops of said sections pressed 
against one another, the reinforcement for said 
apron comprising strips of metal attached to 
said end aprons to add stiffness thereto and 
a reinforcing strip across af least part of the 
50 front of said table-top member attached fo said 
front and to said reinïorcing strips for the 
aprons. 
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